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               At Church of the King on September 10th, 2023  
                                                      The 15th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Jesus said, "If you love Me, keep My commandments."   John 14:15

 Call to Worship: Where God Calls Us Into His Presence 

 

Hear Today’s Call to Worship From God’s Word:        [congregation standing] 

“Jehovah has made known His salvation; His righteousness He has revealed in the sight of the 

nations. He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; All the ends of the 

earth have seen the salvation of our God. Shout joyfully to Jehovah, all the earth; Break forth in 

song, rejoice, and sing praises.  Sing to Jehovah with the harp, With the harp and the sound of a 

psalm, With trumpets and the sound of a horn; Shout joyfully before Jehovah, the King.”  

Psalm 98:2-6 

 
 
God’s People Respond with a Hymn of Adoration:         [based on Psalm 145:10] 
 

O worship the King all glorious above,        My soul praise Jehovah, speak good of His name 

O gratefully sing his power and His love.      So passing in glory, that great is your fame, 

Our shield and defender, the ancient of days,      Jehovah our great God, how do you appear;  

Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.      Majesty and honor, in you shine most clear. 

 

 

Salutation and Response:  [based on Matthew 28:19, Ruth 2:4, Mark 16:19] 

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit                                       Amen! 

Jehovah be with you!                                                                                 And also with you! 

Jesus was received up into heaven,         And sat down at the right hand of God! 
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Confession of Sins: Where God Cleanses Us In Christ 
 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  I John 1:9 

The Call for Confession From God’s Word:       
“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions.  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!  For I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your 
sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.  Behold, I was brought forth 
in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.”  Psalm 51:1-5 

God’s People Sing our Hymn of Confession:                   [congregation standing]    

 
Silent Confession: “Hear my prayer, O Lord, Give ear to my supplications! In Your faithfulness answer me, and in Your 

righteousness. Do not enter into judgment with Your servant, For in Your sight no one living is righteous.”  Psalm 143:1, 2 

                                   Those who are willing and able are invited to kneel for our time of confession.  
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Corporate Prayer of Confession: 

Almighty God our heavenly Father.  You are completely holy and just in all Your ways.  In Your love You 

have given us every good gift, most of all the Gift of your Son Jesus.  Yet we are often unthankful, and fail 

to love You with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.  In the same way, we take one another for 

granted, we become unthankful for the people you have lovingly brought into our lives, and we 

grumble and dispute, thus failing to love one another as we ought.  Forgive us our sins, we beseech You, 

and cleanse us, for the sake of Jesus whom You sent to be our Savior and Lord.  Make us a thankful 

people, now and throughout our lives.  We ask this through the merits of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

AMEN! 

Arise and Receive the Assurance of Pardon & Forgiveness:   
“God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together 

with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in 

the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. "      [Ephesians 2:4-7] 

As an officer in Christ’s Church, ministering in His name, I now proclaim to us the forgiveness of sins, and declare, 
according to the Scriptures that having truly trusted in Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, that 
our sins are not only forgiven on earth, but also in heaven throughout eternity. 

I must also solemnly say to any who are not sincerely sorry for their sins, and who have no desire to live in regard of 
Jesus Christ, that their sins are held against them in the Holy Judgment of God, and cannot be forgiven them unless they 
repent and seek forgiveness through His Son Jesus Christ.  This I declare in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. Amen!  Come, Let us worship the LORD! 

Come Bless the Father: 

 

Truly it is proper and right that we should at all times and in all places give praise to you O Lord, so with the angels and all the 
company of heaven and with the Church on earth, we praise and magnify your glorious Name, evermore praising you & singing: 
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God’s People Sing a Hymn of Thanks:                                  2 pages                   
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                                                                  Psalm 98, O Sing a New Song to the LORD                        page 2 
 

 

Consecration: Where God Equips & Prepares His People 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork...The law of Jehovah is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of 
Jehovah is sure, making wise the simple; The statutes of Jehovah are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of Jehovah is pure, enlightening the 

eyes; The fear of Jehovah is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of Jehovah are true and righteous altogether. “    Psalm 19:1, 7-9 

THE LORD CONSECRATES US BY HIS WORD:    

JOHN 10:1-30                          Jesus the True and Good Shepherd                                   2 pages 

[10:1] “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other way, 

the same is a thief and a robber.  

“But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. “To him the doorkeeper opens, 

and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. “And 

when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they 

know his voice. “Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do 

not know the voice of strangers.”  
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Jesus used this illustration, but they did not understand the things which He spoke to them. 

Then Jesus said to them again, “Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. “All 

who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them.  “I am the 

door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.  

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  

I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. “I am the 

good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.  

“But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 

sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. “The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does 

not care about the sheep.  

“I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own.  “As the Father 

knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.  

“And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will 

be one flock and one shepherd.  

“Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. “No one 

takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 

take it again. This command I have received from My Father.”  

Therefore there was a division again among the Jews because of these sayings. And many of them said, “He has a 

demon and is mad. Why do you listen to Him?”  

Others said, “These are not the words of one who has a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of 

the blind?” 

Now it was the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, and it was winter. And Jesus walked in the temple, in Solomon's 

porch. Then the Jews surrounded Him and said to Him,  

“How long do You keep us in doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered 

them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My Father's name, they bear 

witness of Me.  

“But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you.  

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. “And I give them eternal life, 

and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. “My Father, 

who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My 

Father's hand. “I and My Father are one.” 
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God’s People Sing a Hymn of Response:          
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God Speaks to Us Through His Word:   Scripture, Prayer for Illumination, and Sermon 
 “How sweet are Your words to my taste, Sweeter than honey to my mouth! Through Your precepts I get understanding Therefore I hate every 

false way. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:103-105 

                                                            

                       “The Psalms Demolish Our Gnostic Impulses”       
           From Pastor John Stoos                               Based on Psalm 134  

God’s People Sing a Hymn of Response:                         [congregation standing]  
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The Heidelberg Catechism - Holding forth faith in Jesus Christ as our only comfort in life and in death, we read 

responsively the weekly questions from the Heidelberg Catechism as a personal and eloquent reminder of what we must know 

to live and die in that comfort.  Lord’s Day 37 

101.  But may we swear reverently by the name of God?                                         Yes, when the magistrate requires it, or when 

it may be needful otherwise, to maintain and promote fidelity and truth to the glory of God and our neighbor’s good; for 

such an oath is grounded in God’s Word,[1] and therefore was rightly used by the saints in the Old and New Testaments.[2]  

[1] Deut. 10:20; Isa. 48:1; Heb. 6:16. [2] Gen. 21:24; 31:53–54; Josh. 9:15, 19;    1 Sam. 24:22; 1 Kgs. 1:29; Rom. 1:9. 

102.  May we swear by “the saints” or by any other creatures?                                   No, for a lawful oath is a calling upon God, 

that He, as the only searcher of hearts, may bear witness to the truth, and punish me if I swear falsely;[1] which honor is 

due to no creature.[2]  [1] 2 Cor. 1:23. [2] Matt. 5:34–36; *Jer. 5:7; *Isa. 65:16. 

Response to God’s Word Through the Tribute Offering:      [read in unison] 

“Give to Jehovah the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come into His courts.  Oh, 

worship Jehovah in the beauty of holiness! Tremble before Him, all the earth.  Say among the 

nations, "The Lord reigns; The world also is firmly established, it shall not be moved; He shall 

judge the peoples righteously. Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; Let the sea 

roar, and all its fullness; Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it. Then all the trees of the 

woods will rejoice before Jehovah. For He is coming to judge the earth. He shall judge the 

world with righteousness, and the peoples with His truth."   Psalm 96:8-13  

Presenting Our Tithes and Offerings:  

With the Singing of Psalm 100:4-5 & the Doxology 
Words composed by William Kethe, 1561 

1:  O enter then His gates with praise;                           2:  For why! The Lord our God is good; 
      Approach with joy His courts unto;                                 His mercy is forever sure; 
      Praise laud and bless His Name always,                        His truth at all times firmly stood, 
      For it is seemly, so to do.                                                      And shall from age to age endure. 
                                               3:  Praise God from Whom all blessings flow, 
                                                     Praise Him all creatures here below. 
                                                     Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 
                                                     Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

The Great Prayer, Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer:                                           
 “Jehovah has heard my supplication; Jehovah will receive my prayer.”  Psalm 6:9 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.   Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one, 
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power and the glory forever: AMEN [Matthew 6:9-13] 
 

Communion: Where God Communes With His People 
“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?  

The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?”  1 Corinthians 10:16 

Preparation for Communion:     Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord has prepared His table 

for all who love and trust Him for their salvation.  All those who have repented of their sins, have been baptized in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and are not under discipline from Christ’s Church are welcome at this 
table.  For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as our Lord our God will call. 
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Our Confession of Faith – The Apostle’s Creed     [sung with music by Amber Bartels] 
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THE LORD COMMUNES WITH US AT HIS TABLE:  (Peace Offering, Gift of Life)                                 

A Word of Encouragement  --   Giving of Thanks  --  Breaking of the Bread   

God’s People Sing a Hymn of Thanks and Celebration:   
(Sung as a representative of each family comes forward to receive their bread and wine) 

 

Feasting At The Lord’s Table: A simple act of obedience on the 1st day of a new Week 

Partaking of the Bread together  --  Giving Thanks  --  Partaking of the Wine 
“For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.” I Corinthians 11:26  
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Commissioning: Where God Sends Out His People 

“When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted.  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All 

authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen”.    [Matthew 28:17-20] 

 God’s People Prepare to be Sent Forth with Singing:                2 pages 
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                                                                 Psalm 2                                                      page 2 
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God Blesses His People  – The Benediction:                        [congregation standing]  

Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them, 

 and he came down from offering the sin offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings. Leviticus 9:22 

"The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do 

His commandments.  His praise endures forever.  “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.”   
Psalm 111:10 & 2 Corinthians 13:14    

The Response to God’s Commission – Simeon’s Prayer & the Gloria Patri  
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