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       Church of the King 
          The Lord’s Day Service 
    Fourth Sunday of Advent 2023 

 Our Call to Worship from God’s Word 

And Mary said: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in 

God my Savior. For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; For 

behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed.  

For He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name. And 

His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation. He has 

shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination of 

their hearts. He has put down the mighty from their thrones, and exalted the 

lowly. He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent away 

empty. He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy, As He 

spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever.” Luke 1:46-55 

                                       Come Worship the Lord! 
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God’s People Respond with a Hymn of Praise:         

O Come, All Ye Faithful 
Based on Luke 2:15 

 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,   Refrain: 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;    O come, let us adore Him, 

Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels;  O come, let us adore Him, 

           O come, let us adore Him, 

          Christ the Lord 

God of God, Light of Light,      

Lo! He abhors not the Virgin's womb; 

Son of the Father, begotten not created;               Refrain 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

Glory to God, glory in the highest;      Refrain 

 

Salutation and Response:  [based on Matthew 28:19, 2Peter 1:2, Isaiah 40:3-5] 

 

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit        Amen! 

 

The grace and peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you!        And also with you! 
 
A voice cries in the wilderness, prepare the way of the Lord!  

                      Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain shall be made low!  
 

The glory of Jehovah will be revealed,             And all flesh will see it together. Amen! 
 

Confession of Sins: Where God Cleanses Us in Christ 
 ““If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  I John 1:9 

 

The Call for Confession from God’s Word:       

And I [Nehemiah] said: “I pray, Jehovah God of heaven, O great and awesome God, You who keep Your covenant 

and mercy with those who love You and observe Your commandments, “please let Your ear be attentive and Your 

eyes open, that You may hear the prayer of Your servant which I pray before You now, day and night, for the 

children of Israel Your servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel which we have sinned against You. 

Both my father's house and I have sinned.  Nehemiah 1:5-6 

God’s People Join in a Hymn of Confession:    [congregation standing] 

                                         O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
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Silent Confession: “Then those of Israelite lineage… stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers.”  

Nehemiah 9:2           Those who are willing and able are invited to kneel for our time of confession.  

Corporate Prayer of Confession: 
Almighty God, my heavenly Father, You are rich in mercy to all those who call upon You; 

Hear me as I come to You humbly confessing my sins, and imploring Your mercy and 

forgiveness.  I have broken Your Holy Laws by my deeds and by my words, and by the sinful 

affections of my heart.  I confess before You my disobedience and ingratitude, my pride and 

willfulness, and all my failures and shortcomings toward You and toward my family and 

friends.  Have mercy upon me, most merciful Father; And of Your great goodness grant that 

I may hereafter serve and please You in newness of life; Grant me this, I pray, through the 

mediation of Jesus Christ, my Savior, my Lord and my God.  AMEN! 

Arise and Receive the Assurance of Pardon & Forgiveness  Psalm 51:7-12                     
“Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  Make me hear joy and gladness, 
that the bones You have broken may rejoice.  Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a 
clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast me away from Your presence, and do not take 
Your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me by Your generous Spirit.”  
 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for our sins and to be raised for 

our justification; and for His sake forgives us all our sins.  This I declare in the name and authority of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Having confessed our sins with faith in the completed work of Christ on our behalf, we are 

forgiven; we have been cleansed and clothed in the righteousness of Jesus.  And not only that, we are now in Christ and in 

Him we are in the heavenly places, in the very midst of the blessed Trinity, with the Saints of all the ages, from every tongue, 

tribe and nation prepared to worship in the beauty of holiness.  Come, let us worship the Lord! 

 

 
 
Truly it is proper and right that we should at all times and in all places give praise to you O Lord, so with the angels and all the company 

of heaven and with the Church on earth, we praise and magnify your glorious Name, evermore praising you & singing: 

God’s People Sing a Hymn of Thanks:      Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
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Consecration:  Where God Equips & Prepares His People 
 “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and 

give you a heart of flesh. “I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep 

My judgments and do them. Ezekiel 36:26-27 

      

 

THE LORD CONSECRATES US BY HIS WORD: 

                                Matthew 1:18-25      Joseph’s Dream  

 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows:  

After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she 

was found with child of the Holy Spirit.  

Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public 

example, was minded to put her away secretly.  But while he thought about these 

things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,  

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. “And she will bring forth a Son, 

and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.”  

So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through 

the prophet, saying:  

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His 

name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”  

Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep,  

Did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, and did 

not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His 

name JESUS. 

 

 

 

 

God’s People Respond with a Hymn of Faith:      

                          While By the Sheep, We Watched at Night 
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God Speaks to Us Through His Word:   Scripture, Prayer for Illumination, and Sermon             
“Blessed is the man whom You instruct, O Lord, And teach out of Your law.”  Psalm 94:12 

 

                                       “A Postmillennial Christmas” 

           From Pastor Paul Liberati                              based on Isaiah 9:6-7   

God’s People Sing a Hymn of Praise: God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen  
 [congregation standing ] 
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The Heidelberg Catechism - Holding forth faith in Jesus Christ as our only comfort in life and in death, we 

read responsively the weekly questions from the Heidelberg Catechism as a personal and eloquent reminder of what we 

must know to live and die in that comfort.  Lord’s Day 52 

127.  What is the sixth petition?                                                          And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from 

the evil one;” that is, since we are so weak in ourselves that we cannot stand a moment,[1] and besides, our deadly 

enemies, the devil,[2] the world,[3] and our own flesh,[4] assail us without ceasing, be pleased to preserve and 

strengthen us by the power of Your Holy Spirit, that we may make firm stand against them and not be overcome in this 

spiritual warfare,[5] until finally complete victory is ours.[6]         [1] Jn. 15:5; Ps. 103:14–16. [2] 1 Pet. 5:8–9; Eph. 6:12–13. 

[3] Jn. 15:19. [4] Rom. 7:23; Gal. 5:17. [5] Matt. 26:41; Mk. 13:33. [6] 1 Thess. 3:13; 5:23–24; *2 Cor. 12:7. 

128.  How do you close this prayer?         “For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever;” that is, all this 

we ask of You, because as our King, having power over all things, You are willing and able to give us all good;[1] and that 

thereby not we, but Your holy name may be glorified forever.[2]   [1] Rom. 10:11–12; 2 Pet. 2:9.     [2] Jn. 14:13; Ps. 115:1. 

129.  What is the meaning of the word “Amen”?                   “Amen” means: so shall it truly and surely be. For my prayer is 

much more certainly heard of God than I feel in my heart that I desire these things of Him.[1]                                                  

[1] 2 Cor. 1:20; 2 Tim. 2:13; *Ps. 145:18–19. 

God Receives Our Tithes and Gifts as a Tribute Offering:      [read in unison] 

“But the end of all things is at hand; Therefore, be serious and watchful in your prayers. And above all 
things have fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a multitude of sins." Be hospitable to one 
another without grumbling. As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God. If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone 
ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”    I Peter 4: 7-
11 

Presenting our Tithes and Offerings 

                           With the Singing of Psalm 24:1-4 & the Doxology 
                                                      Words composed by Brenda Fisher 

 
1: Earth is the Lord's, all it contains.           2: Who may stand in God's Holy place? 

           The world and those on its terrains.                Who may ascend before His face? 
           For on the seas He founded it,                 He has a pure heart and clean hands. 
           And on the waters stablished it.   He worships God, keeps His commands. 
 

                                  3: Praise God from Whom all blessings flow, 
                                             Praise Him all creatures here below. 
                                Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 
    .                          Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

The Great Prayer, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Communion: Where God Communes With His People 
“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?  

The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?”  1 Corinthians 10:16 

Preparation for Communion:  Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord has prepared His table 

for all who love and trust Him for their salvation.  All those who have repented of their sins, have been baptized and 

are not under discipline from Christ’s Church are welcome at this table.  For the promise is to you and to your 

children, and to all who are afar off, as many as our Lord our God will call. 
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Our Confession of Faith   
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THE LORD COMMUNES WITH US AT HIS TABLE:  (Peace Offering, Gift of Life) 

A Word of Encouragement  --   Giving of Thanks  --  Breaking of the Bread   

God’s People Sing a Hymn of Thanks and Celebration:   

(Sung as a representative of each family comes forward to receive their bread and wine) 

                                          Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

 

Feasting At The Lord’s Table: A simple act of obedience on the 1st day of a new Week 

Partaking of the Bread Together  --  Giving Thanks  --  Partaking of the Wine 
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Commissioning:  The LORD Blesses and Sends Forth His People 

“They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: “Great and marvelous are 

Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints! Who shall not fear You, O 

Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy. For all nations shall come and worship before You,          

For Your judgments have been manifested.” Revelation 15:3-4 

Our Final Responsive Reading:                                     [congregation standing] 

Luke 2:1-20                               Christ is Born  

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. So all went to be registered, everyone 

to his own city. 

  

Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, 

who was with child.  

 

So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered.  

 

And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them in the inn. 

Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them,  

 

“Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. “For there is 

born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. “And this will be the sign to you: 

You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”  

 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 

“Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 

So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 

now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.”  
 

And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. Now when they had 

seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child.  

 

And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all 

these things and pondered them in her heart.  

 

Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as 

it was told them. 
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God’s people prepare to be sent forth to serve our Risen & Reigning Savior   
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God Empowers Us – The Benediction:   Isaiah 49:13; 2 Corinthians 13:14 [congregation standing] 

“Sing, O heavens! Be joyful, O earth! And break out in singing, O mountains! For the Lord has 

comforted His people, and will have mercy on His afflicted.”  “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.”   

The Response to God’s Commission –  
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